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so ephemeral a matter. I venture to think the contrary. It is by a calm, quiet, leisurely survey that important materials for reformation and reflection, may be safely and effectually drawn out of what at the time seemed mere froth; such a criticism is most likely to be worth something if we give ourselves time to chew the cud, to reflect upon, and make sure of, and, if necessary, correct first and hasty impressions; to trace out what may have escaped our hasty glances. It is in consequence of acting on this principle that I jim better satisfied as to the soundness of what I am putting forth than I could have been had I obeyed my first impulse, taken up my pen, and rushed into the question before either my own mind or that of the public had somewhat cooled,
I confess, too, that this delay has been partly owing to my reluctance to undertake the work, which ought to be done by somebody, and yet which nobody has done, from a fear that it would so necessarily savour more of personality than I like, especially towards one to whom, from old associations, I should always wish to stand in friendly relations. But as time went on, and the silence of others seemed to impose the work on me, I gradually realised the fact that Canon Liddon may fairly be looked at, or rather cannot help being looked at, as a representative of a certain school of Ritualists, and that in this controversy he assumed a representative position, by constituting himself their patron and apologist. Therefore my observations may fairly be considered as observations on the defects and follies of a class, tinged possibly here and there by some slight extravagances of his own, but so lightly that their general colour is not affected; and though it is the reasoning of Canon Liddon with which I am personally dealing, I can avoid almost all direct reference to him. The only point in -which he need be personally introduced is contained in the observation that